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F. P. A. MEMBERS: WRITE US YOUR VIEWS 


Do you think that the President should or 
should not accept the League’s invitation to 
send a U. S. representative to the meeting of 
the special commission, February 15, to pre- 
pare for a disarmament conference? 
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OMINOUS MOVES IN CHINA 


* HE situation in China is increasingly 
ominous. Civil war has been actively 
resumed. The treacherous military re- 
alignments are particularly liable to be 
shifted by bribery and personal ambition. 
In the Peking-Tientsin district, a fateful 
war is in progress between General Li 
Ching-ling, former lieutenant of Chang 
Tso-lin but now acting independently, and 
Feng Yu-hsiang, the “Christian General, 
alleged to be supported by the Bolshevists. 
Feng having ousted Chang’s supporters, 
now dominates the Peking government 
but he has been defeated in his attempt 
to capture Tientsin. 


Despite the ineffective protests of the 
Diplomatic Corps, these struggles have 
nearly paralyzed the frail Central govern- 
ment. The isolation of Peking is almost 
complete. Constructive negotiations with 
the Powers seem impossible. Indeed, the 
Customs Conference is in many respects 
at a standstill and the Extraterritoriality 
Commission scheduled to meet December 
18 will, even if able to open, face most dis- 
couraging, perhaps insurmountable dif- 
ficulties. 

Mukden, the capital of Manchuria, has 
been occupied by a strong Japanese mili- 
tary force. One immediate result has 
been an apparent tightening of the tension 
between Japan and Soviet Russia. The 
following chronology of the recent ac- 
tivities of Japan in Manchuria is signifi- 
cant: 

November 28: Japan officially announces 
that tre Japanese fleet assignments in China 
are being extensively reorganized. 

December 5: Mr. Thomas F. Millard cables 
to the New York Times from Peking that ac- 
cording to “a reliable person who has arrived 
from Mukden” the Japanese are actively aid- 
ing Marshall Chang Tso-lin to enable him to 


suppress the rebellion, and that a new agree- 
ment signed with Japan is tantamount to the 


revival of the Manchurian clauses of the 
twenty-one demands. 

December 8: The Japanese embassy in 
Washington officially states that these charges 
are “untrue in substance and detail.” 

December 11: A dispatch from Peking 
quotes Tokio as admitting that part of a di- 
vision of troops had reached Mukden and that 


division headquarters had been established 
there. 


December 12: The Japanese Foreign Min- 
ister expresses his confidence “that the present 
garrison (in Manchuria) is adequate to pro- 
tect our nationals” and states that Japan will 
not send additional troops to Manchuria at 
present. 

December 15: The Japanese Ministry of 
War gives an order for 3,500 troops to be 
rushed to Manchuria to protect the South 
Manchurian Railway and other interests in 
the battle area about Mukden. One thousand 
troops had already been sent from Korea. 


December 17: The Japanese War Office re- 
ports that the first detachment of troops has 
reached Mukden, that additional troops are ex- 
pected immediately, and that the Manchurian 
reinforcements will sail tomorrow. 

December 20: A Japanese motor corps is 
reported enroute from Tokio to Mukden. 


Technically it appears that Japan is 
within her rights in thus augmenting the 
garrison in Manchuria, inasmuch as the 
Treaty of Portsmouth permits a total of 
15,000. Furthermore, Japan insists that 
the action was taken only after the for- 
eign Consuls in Mukden had requested 
the Japanese to maintain order in the 
city. None the less, so far as the Chinese 
are concerned, the steps which have been 
taken must have a great effect upon 
the outcome of the warfare between Mar- 
shall Chang Tso-lin and the revolting Gen- 
eral Kuo Sung-lin. Whoever loses will in- 
evitably blame the Japanese. Further- 
more, the temper of China today is intol- 
erant of any form of foreign interference. 
Consequently, the Japanese will probably 
lose much of that Chinese good-will which 
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their conciliatory policy since the Wash- 
ington Conference had won for them. 


Meanwhile, against the Powers, the 
Chinese are increasing their pressure. 
They are in effect demanding control 
of the interim tariff provisions pend- 
ing complete autonomy. They are urging 
the recognition of China’s right to tax 
foreigners in the concessions. Nor are 
these merely empty gestures. China may 
at any time unilaterally abrogate the 
the treaties or by ignoring their provisions 
make them nugatory. She is utilizing this 
threat more and more. 


RAYMOND T. RICH. 


The Mosul Settlement 


N DECEMBER 16 the League Coun- 

cil formally rendered its decision in 
the Turco-Iraq boundary dispute sub- 
mitted to it in accordance with the terms 
of the Treaty of Lausanne. The terri- 
tory south of the provisional boundary de- 
fined by the Council in October, 1924, is 
awarded to Iraq on three conditions: 
(1) Great Britain shall prolong its man- 
datory relationship with Iraq for a period 
of twenty-five years; (2) a specified de- 
gree of autotiomy is to be granted to the 
Kurds who form 62 per cent of the popu- 
lation of the Mosul Vilayet; (3) Great 
Britain shall contract a commercial and 
economic agreement with Turkey on be- 
half of Iraq. Six months will be allowed 
to Great Britain for the drafting of in- 
struments to earry out these terms. 


This decision is based upon the first sug- 
gestion for the settlement of the dispute 
stibmitted by the League’s Boundary Com- 
mission last July, and upon a suggestion 
for economic guarantees made in Septem- 
ber by the Turkish representative at 
Gerieva.* 


In the event of the non-fulfilment of the 
League’s conditions, the Council will have 
to reconsider its decision. It was the 
opinion of the Boundary Commission that 
should such a contingency arise it would 
be more advantageous for the disputed 
territory to rémain under the sovereignty 
of Turkey than to be joined to Iraq. 

At both the Séptémbér and December 
meetings of the League Council the Brit- 
ish delegates stated that the British Gov- 
ernment accépted the terms of the award, 
and would meet the conditions specified. 
British public opinion has been divided on 
the question of prolonging the mandate 
for Iraq Which has been costing British 
taxpayers approximately £4,000,000 a 
year. But on Monday of this week the 
House of Commons voted 239-4 to uphold 
the Governmeént’s Iraq policy, thereby as- 
suring to Iraq the possession of the greater 
part of the former Turkish Vilayet of 


* Néws Bulletit, Vol. IV., No. 41, August 21, 1925; Vol. 
Iv., No. 46, September 25, 1926. 
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Mosul. The Labor members withdrew 
from the House in a body before the vote. 

British and European opinion was in 
some degree affected by the publication 
of the League report on Turco-Iraq bound- 
ary incidents, which included a revolting 
account of the recent harrying of Chris- 
tians living on the Turkish side of the 
border. This report, although received on 
November 23 was not made public in all 


its details until the day when the Council © 
arrived at its decision. The simultaneous | 


publication of the terms of the Council 
award and the details of the Laidoner re- 
port, whether designedly or not, had the 
effect of moderating opposition expected 
in certain quarters. 


The most recent dispatches from An- 
gora indicate that Turkey is inclined to 
bow before the decision of the League. 
Since September, it has been consistently 
maintained by the Turks that the pro- 
nouncement of the Council would not be 
binding unless, in conformity with Lord 
Curzon’s promise during the Lausanne 
Conference, the disputants participated 
in the final vote, which to be effective 
would have to be unanimous. Thus, Tur- 
key did not accept the ruling of the Per- 
manent Court that the final vote must 
be taken without the participation of the 
disputants. Turkey has therefore treated 
the Council decision as a recommendation 
rather than a binding arbitral award. In 
spite of repeated War threats it now ap- 
pears that Turkey prefers not to engage in 
ah armed struggle in which it would be 
liable to the military and economic sanc- 
tions provided for in Article XVI of the 
League Covenant. 

ELIZABETH P. MACCALLUM. 


Notes 

The ratification of the Irish Boundary 
settlement within the same week by the 
three Parliaments concerned, the Ulster, 
the British and the Irish Free State, has 
already decidedly improved relations be- 
tween the North and the South. Incident- 
ally, its influence in England has been 
only second to that of Locarno in strength- 
ening the Baldwin Government. 


If Mussolini, as is reported, declares 
Italy ah empire, it will be only a logical 
development of Fascism. Less spectac- 
ular, but of importance, is the announce- 
ment last week that Italy had at last rati- 
fied a commercial treaty with Germany. 


Inspired apparently by Mr. Hoover’s 
attack a few weeks ago on the alleged 
tendency abroad to monopolize certain 
essential raw materials, a resolution has 
been introduced into the House, December 
18, to investigate the alleged price manip- 
ulations of British Colonial Governments. 
The passage of the resolution is expected. 
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